
NEWSLETTER APRIL 2015 
 
The previous year and the year to date have been busy ones for the Trust, both on the 
physical site of the Retreat, as well as working on the web site you are now viewing. 
Some highlights follow: 
 
The Williams Museum Web Site 
 
We felt that an ‘on-line museum’ would give us far greater public exposure than is 
possible at present, given that the Retreat is tenanted, Open Days are limited in 
number, and the collections are currently in another location. Apart from the 
collections and the house and garden, we have included an amount of written material 
that refers to the principal actors in the story of the Retreat, and their engagement with 
New Zealand and its people. Several parts of the web-site are still under construction, 
but the drop down menus will give an idea of what is still to come. We are pleased to 
be able to report that the web-site now contains sufficient material to be launched this 
April. 
 
Retreat Restoration 
 
It is to be expected that a house in excess of 160 years old, and built of native timbers, 
will demand significant maintenance and restoration. In November 2015 the ASB 
Community Trust (now known as Foundation North) kindly awarded us a grant to 
undertake the first round of window and door joinery remediation – now almost 
completed. Other parts of the building are calling for attention, including the roof. 
 
The Pavilion and Henry Williams Gravestone 
 
Henry Williams and members of his family are buried in the graveyard of the Holy 
Trinity Church opposite the Retreat. Henry’s gravestone became weathered and was 
replaced by a facsimile. With assistance from the Ministry of Culture and Heritage the 
original stone was moved to the Retreat garden where an attractive pavilion has been 
constructed to protect it. 
 
The Garden 
 
With the valuable assistance of our current tenants, the garden is gradually being 
restored. A large pond has been cleared of weed (an opportunity created by the breech 
of a dam during a storm) and a mass of wild ginger removed recently. 
 
Open Day 
 
We are planning an open day at the Retreat for next October, where there will be an 
opportunity to visit the garden and pavilion, see the exterior of the house, and visit the 
attractively restored Holy Trinity Church. Further details later. 
 
Watch this site for further updates. Meanwhile if you wish to support our work, 
visit the donations page on ‘the Trust’ pull-down menu. Thanks! 
 


